
Blessing recited before taharah:

Source of kindness and compassion

whose ways are ways of mercy and truth,

You have commanded us

to act with lovingkindness and righteousness toward the dead

and to engage in their proper burial.

Grant us the courage and strength to properly perform this work,

this holy task of cleaning and washing the body,

dressing the dead in shrouds, and burying the deceased.

Guide our hands and hearts as we do this work

and enable us to fulfill this commandment of love.

Help us to see Your face in the face of the deceased,

even as we see You in the faces of those who share this task with us.

Source of life and death, be with us now and always.

Amen.

Ribbono Shel Olam / Prayer for the Dead

Source of all Being, be compassionate with _________, son/daughter of ______, this
meit, a child of Your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and
Leah. May her/his soul and spirit find rest with the righteous, for You are the One who
gives life that transcends death. Blessed are You, the Compassionate One, the One who
responds to requests for forgiveness on behalf of the dead of Your people Israel. There-
fore, may it be Your will, Adonai our God and God of our ancestors, that You surround
the deceased with angels of compassion, for s/he is Your servant, the son/daughter of
Your servant. And You, Adonai, are our God and God of our ancestors, the One who is
aware of human suffering. Blessed are You, the Great One of Mercy and the Source of
Compassion. Blessed are You Who makes peace in the high heavens for Your servants
and for those who are in awe of Your Name. Blessed is the One who redeems Your peo-
ple Israel from suffering, with compassion.


